CERF Exams at Oakland Veterinary Referral Service

As a service to the regional dog breeding community, OVRS offers CERF exams at a discounted rate on the first Tuesday of every month, which we refer to as “CERF Day”.   

How are CERF examinations different from ophthalmic consultations?

The CERF exam is specifically intended as a screening examination for inherited eye problems.  They are used as a tool by dog breeders to select the best candidate dogs to be used for breeding.  An official CERF form is filled out for the breeder’s records.  While there is a brief explanation of significant findings found during the exam, there is not an extensive consultation. If you are a dog owner who has a dog with an eye problem, the CERF exam is not designed for you.  Please see our other pages to understand what to expect from a full ophthalmic consultation.

How do appointments work on  ”CERF Days”?

 On the first Tuesday of each month we offer 7 appointment slots for CERFs spread hourly throughout the day. Each slot can serve up to 4 dogs.  

What if I have more than 4 Dogs to CERF?

We are committed to the breeding community and choose to make these discounted CERFs available, however we must also serve our patient population on these days.  If  you have more than 4 dogs for examination, we ask that you understand our scheduling constraints.  Depending on availability, we do allow breeders to take more than one CERF slot per day.

How busy do you get on CERF Days?

Busy!  On CERF days we don’t actually change our regular appointment schedule.  Instead we add the CERF slots to the day.  Sometimes we struggle to stay on time and yes, there are times when we ask our breeders to be patient if we are dealing with a critical or complicated patient case. 

I also need OFA exams for my dog, can I schedule those on the same day?
You are welcome to inquire at the time you make your CERF appointment.  The other services may be able to help you depending on their availability.

Help! My dog just came into heat and I can’t wait until a CERF day!
We try to accommodate breeders when these needs arise and we will schedule appointments for regular-priced CERF examinations on days other than the first Tuesday of the month as our appointment schedule allows. 

Do you offer multiple dog discounts?
We do not offer multi-dog discounts for CERF exams on any day.

Helpful links:

Canine Eye Registry Foundation http://www.vmdb.org/cerf.html
American College of Veterinary Ophthalmology http://www.acvo.org/
Optigen Genetic testing for canine eye disease http://www.optigen.com/index.html
Orthopedic Foundation for Animals  http://www.offa.org/
